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            This chart depicts the magnitude of the deinstitutionalization movement and the emphasis 

on independent living that took place beginning in the 1970's. I used this on my website 
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website to demonstrate the far-reaching influence of Roberts' disability rights advocacy. 

 

———. Ed with the CIL Team at the Telegraph Avenue Office. Photograph. Accessed January 

12, 2020. 
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disabilities. I used this on the Conclusion page of my website to show the national impact 

of the Rolling Quads' advocacy efforts. 

 

 

 



 9  

United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. My Husband, Without His Sight 

and His Job. 1974. Photograph. Accessed February 7, 2020. 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/yan.1a38195/. 

            This is a poster that highlights the importance of Social Security benefits for individuals 

with disabilities and their families. I used this on the subpage of the Background section 

of my website that discussed the disability rights movement in the 1930's.  

 

 



 10  

Secondary Sources 

Dawson, Victoria. "Ed Roberts' Wheelchair Records a Story of Obstacles Overcome." 

Smithsonian.com. Last modified March 15, 2015. Accessed September 13, 2019. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/ed-roberts-wheelchair-records-

story-obstacles-overcome-180954531/. 

            This article provides an excellent summary of the significant role that Ed Roberts played 

in the independent living movement for disabled individuals. Not only did he break 

physical barriers that prevented disabled individuals from easily accessing public spaces, 

but he also broke conceptual barriers: the prevalent view that disabled individuals 

belonged in institutions, not in classrooms or other aspects of everyday life. I used this 

source in the "Background" section of my website. 

 

Edelstein, Wendy. "Ed Roberts, Disability-Rights Leader and Cal Alum, Gets His Own State 

Day." Berkeley News. Last modified July 27, 2010. Accessed November 3, 2019. 

https://news.berkeley.edu/2010/07/27/roberts/. 

            This source provided me with a succinct summary of Ed Roberts' disability advocacy 

work at UC Berkeley, which ignited a national independent living movement for 

individuals with disabilities. It also provided a unique perspective by demonstrating how 

Roberts' efforts inspired individuals with disabilities to shatter perceptual barriers that 

characterized them as objects of pity. 

 

Gonzales, Richard. "Berkeley's Fight for Free Speech Fired Up Student Protest Movement." 

NPR. Last modified October 5, 2014. Accessed January 3, 2020. 

https://www.npr.org/2014/10/05/353849567/when-political-speech-was-banned-at-berkel

ey. 

            This article gave me a better understanding of UC Berkeley's rich history of activism. In 

response to the university administration's decision to bar student activists from 

educating others on the civil rights struggle, the Free Speech Movement was ignited. This 

would later allow Ed Roberts and the Rolling Quads to advocate freely on behalf of 

 

 



 11  

individuals with disabilities, without fearing repercussions from university 

administrators. 

 

Gorney, Cynthia. "Curb Cuts." 99% Invisible. Last modified May 22, 2018. Accessed November 

15, 2019. https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/curb-cuts/. 

            The article begins with the challenges faced by Ed Roberts, from the limitations created 

by his iron lung to resistance from administrators at the university, and goes on to discuss 

the growing presence of students with disabilities on campus. Then, this source went on 

to provide a thorough analysis of the history of physical barriers—specifically, curb 

cuts—and the groundbreaking work done by the Rolling Quads to institute more curb 

cuts in Berkeley. Overall, this source gave me a better understanding of how the Rolling 

Quads played an instrumental role in the disability rights movement. 

 

"History of Disability Rights (1930's)." LEAP. Accessed February 7, 2020. 

https://www.leapinfo.org/advocacy/history-of-disability-rights/1930s. 

            This source gave me a concise summary of the major historical events relating to 

disability rights that took place in the 1930's, the decade in which Ed Roberts was born. 

President Roosevelt's Social Security Act provided financial assistance to individuals 

with disabilities at a time when their livelihoods were threatened by eugenicist policies in 

the United States. 

 

"History of Disability Rights (1940's)." LEAP. Accessed November 26, 2019. 

https://www.leapinfo.org/advocacy/history-of-disability-rights/1940s. 

            This source provided me with a clear summary of key events in the disability rights 

movement during the 1940's. After World War II, wounded veterans across the United 

States advocated for deinstitutionalization and independent living, igniting a national 

effort to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities. 

 

 

 



 12  

"History of Disability Rights (1950's)." LEAP. Accessed November 31, 2019. 

https://www.leapinfo.org/advocacy/history-of-disability-rights/1950s. 

            This article highlighted the most significant events of the disability rights movement 

during the 1950's, giving me a solid foundation of background knowledge for my project. 

The rise of suburbanization in this decade gave rise to parent advocacy organizations, 

which pushed for greater community living options. Furthermore, the civil rights 

movement inspired the concept of self-advocacy, which became widely supported by 

disability rights activists. 

 

Holmes, Lillian. "Looking into UC Berkeley's History of Activism." The Daily Californian. Last 

modified April 9, 2017. Accessed December 2, 2019. 

https://www.dailycal.org/2017/04/09/looking-into-uc-berkeleys-history-activism/. 

            This article provided me with a detailed explanation of UC Berkeley's history of 

activism, from the Free Speech Movement to protests against the Vietnam War. Many of 

these activists were also heavily involved in the Third World Liberation Front, a student 

organization that pressured the university to create academic departments devoted to 

studying the history of ethnic minorities. This source revealed the deeply ingrained spirit 

of activism that facilitated the success of the Rolling Quads, which sought to improve 

campus accessibility and empower students to achieve their educational goals at UC 

Berkeley. 

 

"Myths and Truths about the 'ADA Education and Reform Act' (H.R. 620)." American Civil 

Liberties Union. Accessed November 31, 2019. 

https://www.aclu.org/other/hr-620-myths-and-truths-about-ada-education-and-reform-act. 

            This article clarifies several common misconceptions about H.R. 620, a discriminatory 

bill that would make it more difficult for individuals with disabilities to fight for their 

rights to accessibility in court. If this bill is passed, businesses would have no incentive to 

proactively comply with the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act. 

 

 



 13  

 

Nguyen, Truc. "Berkeley Disability Activists Took Cues from the Civil Rights Era — and 

Sparked a National Movement." KALW. Last modified April 5, 2017. Accessed January 

5, 2020. 

https://www.kalw.org/post/berkeley-disability-activists-took-cues-civil-rights-era-and-sp

arked-national-movement#stream/0. 

            This article provided me with a better understanding of The Rolling Quads' efforts in 

improving campus accessibility at the University of California, Berkeley, from lowering 

countertops to widening bathroom doors. However, individuals with disabilities still did 

not have guaranteed access to public buildings. The Independent Living Movement that 

was ignited by The Rolling Quads gave rise to the 504 Sit-ins, during which individuals 

with disabilities occupied federal offices for weeks. Eventually, this led to the signing of 

Section 504, which guaranteed individuals with disabilities the right to access public 

buildings, education, federal employment, healthcare, and housing. 

 

"Overview of Concerns with H.R. 620, the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2017, and Similar 

Bills." Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund. Accessed December 22, 2020. 

https://dredf.org/hr620/overview-of-concerns-with-h-r-620/. 

            This article summarizes the key concerns surrounding discriminatory bills that have been 

proposed in recent years, such as H.R. 620, which would severely weaken disability 

rights protections of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I used information from this 

article to connect my project topic to current events on the Conclusion page of my 

website. 

 

 

 

 


